DCS Montessori 6" Grade Empowerment Project
2025 - 2026

The objective of this project is to get YOU to analyze and to take a stand on a social issue
that is important to you. This is a “capstone” project for our 6" graders — a chance to put
your learning to the test and use your wisdom and insight to guide and inspire your
classmates. Your parents will be invited to see your final project and moving up
speech in your classroom in May. Your classroom teacher will communicate with your
parents more when time comes closer.

Typically, this project includes three parts, research and formal paper, service, and a
formal presentation. The service portion is expected. This is a multistep, complex
project. To assist you in being successful, we are providing a plan for the steps that need
to be taken. Use this packet as a tool to guide you to your final presentation. If you stay
on-track and keep working “one-step-at-a-time”, we are confident that you can be
successful and proud of your work on this project. Additionally, 6th grade will be
working with Ms. Maria on some aspects of this project in Tech class. She will send out
invites to join a Google Classroom, where the assignments can also be found.

NOTE: The expectations for this project have changed this year. Itis
not the same as previous years!

Project Timeline
Assignment Task Due Date Status
1,23 Propose topic, 02/27/26
references, service plan
4 Service Journal Upon
approval of
topic
5 Outline 04/24/26
6 Rough Draft 05/01/26
7-9 Final 05/22/26
Paper/Presentation

The above timeline lists your due dates for each assignment. You may begin as soon as
your project has been approved by your parents and teachers.

To assist you in finishing your project, assignments are given on the following pages for
a guide to help you put together your project as required.



THE GUIDING QUESTIONS

These are the questions you will be answering as you research your topic. They
will also be used as your Outline (if you do one paragraph for each
of these, your paper will be on track!)

|. What is the social issue?

Il What are the causes and effects it has on our society?

lIl. Historically, what have been the opinions and beliefs of society on this issue?
IV. What is your personal opinion about this issue?

V. What action will you take to support or counteract this issue in society?

Assignment 1 (See attached form)
Determine your final selection for your research. At this time, the social issue you are
studying must be defined.

Assignment 2

Find references about your social issue from reliable sources. You must have at least
four varied sources. Create a Google Document with Bibliographic information.
In-person interviews, podcasts, and documentaries are all acceptable. Ms. Hannigan will
help with this assignment.

Assignment 3

The Empowerment Project service component requires 4-6 hours of volunteer time to be
completed. You must find a way to contribute your time to your social issue in a
meaningful way. You cannot do a “Go Fund Me”, and SERVICE TIME MUST TAKE
PLACE OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL.

NOTE: THIS IS DIFFERENT THAN PAST EMPOWERMENT PROJECT
REQUIREMENTS!

Examples include: bake sale, raising awareness in community, cleaning up litter,
collecting donations, walk-a-thon, volunteering locally, helping a group already working
on this issue, etc.

Assignment 4
Write about your service in a small journal. Each entry should include the date, times,

notes on what you did, and your thoughts and feelings. This journal will need to be
turned in by the date your service should be complete and should also be an appendix to
your final report.




Assignment 5

Organize notes from your research into an outline that will be a guide for writing your
paper. Be sure that the outline follows a logical sequence. Also, reflect on the guiding
questions to ensure your outline is thorough.

Assignment 6

Write a rough draft following your outline, guiding questions, and service experience.
Be sure to include information regarding your service: what you did, your reaction to it,
and how you felt while doing it. Remember paragraph format: topic sentence(s),

facts/ detail /information sentences, and concluding sentence(s). Your teacher is likely to
add additional comments or suggestions at this point. Photos included in the visual aids
must be approved by your teacher.

It should be typed, double-spaced, with 1-inch margins (left, right, top, and bottom).
The font should be 12-point Arial or Times New Roman. Include a footer with last
name and page number on the right-hand side.

Assignment 7
The final draft should be formatted as described in the draft assignment above. It

should also be about 4 pages of text in length. (You may include illustrations, graphs,
and charts to provide statistical information in order to make your report more
interesting.)

The final draft should include a title page, your outline, the main body, a
bibliography page (format will be given to you during Tech/Ms. Maria) and your
diary entries as an appendix. Make sure you do a self-edit, and then have a parent
and/or peer edit your draft. Edit for information, organization, spelling, punctuation,
complete sentences, and correct grammar.

Assignment 8

Create visual aids to use during your oral presentation that will guide your presentation
and illustrate it. These visual aids can include posters, maps, dioramas, graphs, charts,
pictures, videos, and PowerPoint. You should also have note cards. You may not read
your paper. Pictures must be approved by your teacher prior to presenting.

Assignment 9
Present your oral presentation. Your presentation should be 10-20 minutes long,

including time for a question and answer session at the end. Make sure that you refer to
your visual aid(s) during your speech. Be sure to practice giving your presentation to
friends and family so it is polished and complete. You will be graded using the DCSM
Speaking Rubric.




NAME DATE

Topic of Empowerment Project (Assignment 1):

Determine your final selection for your research and service. At this time, the
area of study must be defined, but the actual service arrangement might not be
finalized. No “drives” or service within our school community will be approved.
Your parents should sign this form to ensure you have consulted with them on
this project.

My research topic is

My service might be:

Parent approval (Signature/date):
By signing this, you acknowledge that this is an at-home project that will requlre
adult support and guidance.

Teacher approval (Signature/ date):

Notes:




Empowerment Project Deadline

Due Date Assignment Points (20 possible)

2127126 1) Propose Topic

2) References: 4 references.
Bibliography turned into the
teacher.

3) Submit a plan for 4-6 hours
of service.

Upon Approval of Topic 4) Begin journal about service
(turned in as an appendix to
final report).

4/24/25 5) Organize notes into logical
sequences that follow the
guiding questions. Submit
Outline.

5/01/26 6) Rough Draft submitted for
teacher feedback. The draft
should include reflections on
service and responses to
guiding questions

Visual Aid rough draft
submitted for content
approval. You will not be
allowed to share
images/content that has not
been approved by your
teacher.

5/22/26 7) The final draft meets
requirements and is 4 -5
pages long. Includes journal
entries as an appendix. See
the packet for requirements

5/22/26 8) Visual aides to support
your presentation. Create
notecards for presentation.
You cannot read your paper
for your presentation. See the
packet for requirements

5/22/26 9) Oral presentation. The
Presentation is maximum of
15 minutes to allow for
questions at the end.




DCS Montessori Upper Elementary Speaking Rubric

Criteria

Below Expectations (1)

Meeting Expectations (3)

Exceeds Expectations (5)

Introduction of Topic

Topic Introduced.

Topic Introduced clearly, and
purpose of talk was made clear,

Topic introduced clearly and in an
interesting way. Purpose of talk was
made clear. Outline of points was
given.

Development of Topic

Some understanding of topic
shown. Some links and
connections made between
ideas. Points are usually
developed with minimum detail.
Information is usually relevant.

Good understanding of topic shown.
Links and connections between ideas
made clear. Information was relevant
and expressed in own words. Points
were developed with sufficient and
appropriate details.

A very good understanding of the
topic shown. Links and connections
between ideas made clear.
Information was relevant and well
expressed in own words. Points were
well organized and developed with
sufficient and appropriate details.

Ability to Engage & Involve
Audience

Some eye contact was made.
Techniques used to engage
audience were minimal, or
mainly ineffective.

An interesting approach taken to
topic. Speaker used techniques such
as visual aids and props, anecdote,
surprising facts, direct audience
participation.

Speaker monitored audience and
adapts presentation accordingly. An
interesting or original approach taken
to the topic. Speaker used techniques
such as visual aids, props, anecdote,
humor, surprising facts, and/or direct
audience participation.

Suitability of Presentation for
Purpose & Audience

Attempts were made to tailor the
presentation content to the
intended purpose of informing,
interesting or persuading.

The presentation content and
structure was tailored to the
audience and to the intended
purpose of informing, interesting or
persuading.

The presentation content, structure
and delivery were closely tailored to
the audience and to the intended
purpose of informing, interesting or
persuading.

Voice: Clarity, Pace,
Pronunciation, Fluency

Presenter occasionally spoke
clearly and at a good pace.
Pronunciation occasionally
correct, but often hesitant and
inaccurate.

Presenter usually spoke clearly to
ensure audience comprehension.
Delivery was usually fluent.
Pronunciation and intonation is
usually correct.

Presenter spoke clearly and at a good
pace to ensure audience
comprehension. Delivery was fluent
and expressive. Pronunciation and
intonation is correct and confident.

Vocabulary, Sentence Structure
and Grammar

The vocabulary of the
presentation was mainly
appropriate for the topic. The
presentation content was
occasionally grammatically
correct.

The vocabulary of the presentation
was appropriate for the topic.
Sentence structures were usually
correct. The presentation content
was usually grammatically correct.

The vocabulary of the presentation
was appropriate for the topic. A
variety of phrases and sentence
structures were used. The
presentation content was
grammatically correct.

Use of Visual Media

Costumes

No visual aids were used; OR
Visual aids were occasionally
appropriate and related to the
spoken message.

Visual aids supported the
presentation effectively. They
clarified and reinforced the spoken
message.

Visual aids were carefully prepared
and supported the presentation
effectively. They clarified and
reinforced the spoken message. The
aids added impact and interest to the
presentation.

Conclusion of Topic

An attempt was made to
conclude the presentation.

The presentation was summed up
clearly.

The presentation was summed up
clearly and effectively, with key points
emphasized.

Answering Questions from
Audience

Not all questions could be
answered. Questions answered
with difficulty, and little
knowledge of the topic was
demonstrated.

Most questions answered. Answers
showed good knowledge and
understanding of the topic.
Language was mainly correct.

Questions answered with little
difficulty. Very good knowledge of the
topic was demonstrated. Language
was correct and fluent.




