Mystery History 2026
Persons significant in HISTORY - AFRICA AND EUROPE

The annual DCS Mystery History is one of the great traditions of the Upper
Elementary school year. This year's event will be held on Friday, October 30.

Students will choose and research a historical figure, born in AFRICA or
EUROPE, who made a lasting or important contribution to society, more than S0
years ago. Next, students will prepare a one-page report and give an oral
presentation in costume (this does not need to be purchased, you can get
creative with items from home!) for parents and classmates on the day of the
event. After their individual presentation, they ask the audience “Who am 12" to
see If anyone can accurately identify the historical figure. The bulk of this work i1s
to be done at home, though there may be some classroom time for research.

Classroom procedure:

e We have already begun our study of Africa. By Friday, October 2, each
student shall have chosen a person

e The categories for these famous people are: Explorers and Adventurers,
Inventors and Industrialists; Statesmen and Leaders, Scientists and
Authors, Philosophers and Thinkers and Artists. We are striving for a
balance of each category in each classroom.

e We will begin presenting our reports the morning of October 30. Each
presentation should be 2-4 minutes. Each child will be assigned to a 30
minute block for presentations. The week prior to the event, your teacher
will let you know which time block your student is to present in, so you can
plan accordingly.

Written Reports
Who am |1?

One Page, 1-1/2 line spacing, margins 1" to 1.25" on each side. Font should be 14 point
and left justified. The title "Mystery History” or the title “Who am 1?" and your name can
be up to 36 point font, centered and at the top of the page.
e Include your name, but not the name of your character. Include the year of
birth and death of your character.
e Report should be written in the “First Person™. “/ was born on January 6, 1912
in Paris, France...”



Research (The following information should be included in your oral presentation).

Introduction:
Name of person:

Birthdate:

Birthplace:

Where did this person live?

Who were their parents?

Did they have any siblings?

Was this person married? If so, to whom?

Did this person have any children? If so, how many and what were their names?
Where did this person go to school?

What kind of education did this person receive?

Body:
What type of work did this person do?

What did this person do that was significant?

Did this person have someone special to help with work?
Did this person have an obstacle or problem to overcome?
How did their work affect society?

Conclusion:
When did this person die?

Is their death significant?
Where are they buried?

Explain three reasons why you think this person or their work is important. What
legacy did they leave?

What do you admire about this person?
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Oral reports should be 2 to 4 minutes.

Presentations should be given in the first-person. Most students will need more
information than is in the “Who am 1?" paper.

Presenters should be in costume.

We strongly recommend you rehearse. Presentations less than 120 seconds or
more than 240 seconds will be marked down for being unprepared.

Students should not “read” their presentations. Note cards are acceptable, but
most students will have them only for “comfort” and not rely on them. STUDENTS
MAY NOT READ DIRECTLY FROM THEIR WRITTEN REPORT.

The speaking rubric (attached) will be used for grading.

Additional Homework

A page of paper with

(1) your name

(2) your character's name
(3) category

(4) date of birth and death

This should be turned in by 9:00 AM on Friday, October 2. Remember to keep
your person’s identity a secret from your classmates. Parents should sign
this paper to indicate they also know about this assignment.

Here is a summary of the key dates:

Friday, October 2, character selection is due.
Friday, October 30, oral presentation and “Who am I” paper due.
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Meeting Expectations (3)

Criteria Below Expectations (1)
Intreduction of Topic Introduced. Topic Introduced clearly, and
B Topic purpose of talk was made clear.

peaking

Rubric

Exceeds Expectations (5)
Topic introduced clearly and in an
interesting way. Purpose of talk was
made clear. Outline of points was given

Development of
. Topic

Some understanding of topic
shown. Some links and
connections made between ideas.
Points are usually developed with
minimum detail. Information is
usually relevant.

Good understanding of topic
shown. Links and connections
between ideas made clear.
Information was relevant and
expressed in own words. Points
were developed with sufficient
and appropriate details.

A very good understanding of the topic
shown. Links and connections between
ideas made clear. Information was
relevant and well expressed in own
words. Points were well organized and
developed with sufficient and
appropriate details.

Involve Audience

Ability to Engage &

Some eye contact was made.
Techniques used to engage
audience were minimal, or mainly
ineffective.

An interesting approach taken to
topic. Speaker used techniques
such as visual aids and props,
anecdote, surprising facts, direct
audience participation.

Speaker monitored audience and
adapts presentation accordingly. An
interesting or original approach taken
to the topic. Speaker used techniques
such as visual aids, props, anecdote,
humor, surprising facts, and/or direct
audience participation.

Suitability of
Presentation for
Purpose & Audience

- Atternpts were made to tailor the
presentation content to the
intended purpose of informing,
interesting or persuading.

The pr:esentation content and
structure was tailored to the
audience and to the intended
purpose of informing, interesting
or persuading.

The presentation content, siructure
and delivery were closely tailored to
the audience and to the intended
purpose of informing, interesting or
persuading.

Voice: Clarity, Pace,
Pronunciation,
Fluency

Presenter occasionally spoke
clearly and at a good pace.
Pronunciation occasionally correct,
but often hesitant and inaccurate.

Presenter usually spoke clearly to
ensure audience comprehensfon.
Delivery was usually fluent.
Pronunciation and intonation is
usually correct.

Presenter spoke clearly and at a good
pace to ensure audience
comprehension. Delivery was fluent
and expressive. Pronunciation and
intonation is correct and confident.

Vocabulary,
Sentence Structure
and Grammar

The vocabulary of the presentation
was mainly appropriate for the
topic. The presentation content
was occasionally grammatically
correct. .

The vocabulary of the presentation
was appropriate for the topic.
Sentence structures were usually
correct. The presentation’content
was usually grammatically correct

The vocabulary of the presentation was
appropriate for the topic. A variety of
phrases and sentence structures were

used. The presentation content was
grammatically correct.

Use of Visual Media

No visual aids were used; OR
Visual aids were occasionally
appropriate and related to the
spoken message.

Visual aids supported the
presentation effectively. They
clarified and reinforced the spoken
message.

Visual aids were carefully prepared and
supported the presentation effectivaly.
They clarified and reinforced the
spoken message. The aids added
impact and interest to the presentation.

Conclusion of Topic

An attempt was made to conclude
the presentation.

The presentation was summed up
clearly.

The presentation was summed up
clearly and effectively, with key points
emphasized.

Not all questions could be

Most questions answered.

Questions answered with little

Answerin
,Questsi‘g::s ﬁ'gom answered. Questions answered Answers showed good knowledge difficulty. Very good knowledge of the
. with difficulty, and little and understanding of the topic. topic was demonstrated. Language was
Audience knowledge of the topic was Language was mainly correct. correct and fluent.
demonstrated.




