Reading Program 1036 2039
Parent/Stadent Cover Letter & Agreement

Dear F amilies,
We are excited to launch out vear-1 ong Reading Progtam . tunning from September through May Regular reading 18
one of the most powerful ways to build vocabulary . comprehension. wrting skills hackground knowledge, and a

htelong love of learning

This vear. we are focusing on more than simply counting minutes. We want students to become stronger. more
cnnﬁ.dcnl. and more curious readers. Students are encouraged to read books they enjoy including series books -
while also exploring different genres. authors. subjects, and styles. Our goal is not to take away favorite books. it 1
to help students discover that there is a much bigger world of reading waiting for them

Program Overview

* Daily Reading: Students are expected to read 40-60 minutes each day. Reading may be done independently.
aloud to a parent or sibling, or with a family member reading to the student.

*  Monthly Reading Log: Students will record their reading on the log and have it reviewed and signed by a
parent/guardian. Logs are due the first week of the following month.

* Reading Widely: Each month features a different reading focus or genre. Students may continue reading books
they enjoy. but they will also be challenged to try something new.

e Monthly Reading Response: Each month, students will complete a written response about something they read.
The goal is to think and write about reading—not simply summarize what happened.

e Reading Choices: Series books are welcome! However, students should not spend the entire year in one series or
genre. The goal is to develop favorite reading habits and a willingness to explore.

Parent Support

¢ Encouraging your child to read every day.

e Reviewing and signing the reading log.

e Talking with your child about what they are reading.

o Encouraging your child to try books. authors, and genres that ar¢ new to them.

e Supporting your child's effort on the monthly reading response without doing the writing for them.

Student Commitment

e Read regularly and honestly track my reading.

¢ Explore different kinds of books and reading experiences.

e Think about what [ read and share my ideas in writing.

e Challenge myself to become a stronger, more curious reader.
Agreement

Student Commitment: | agree to read regularly. track my reading honestly, complete the monthly reading responses,
and turn in my logs on time.

Parent/Guardian Commitment: [ agree to encourage my child's reading, review and sign the reading log, and support
my child's effort and independence as a reader.

Student Name:

Student Signature: Date:

Parent/Guardian Name:

Parent/Guardian Signature: Date:




September at Home Reading Record

Reading Focus: Reading Life & Personal Connection
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Books I Read This Month
Please list title. author, and genre.




September — Monthly Reading Response

Reading Focus: Reading Life & Personal Connection
Choose books you enjoy. but be willing to try something new
Writing Prompt

i ; idea that
Think about a memorable expenience you have had with a book. Write about a book. character. story. or

" 3 , ain what
made you laugh. surprised you. taught vou something. or made you see something differently. Expl
happened and why the experience stayed with you

Reading Challenge
Try at least one book. author. or genre that is new to you

A note about your reading:

- . re. Try a different
You are encouraged to read books you love. including series books. You are also expected to explore. Try

s : joy—iIt s to discover
genre. author, subject. or style from time to time. The goal is not to stop reading what you enjoy
what else you might enjoy.

; ; oh i when turning it in.
Complete your response on a separate sheet of paper or as directed in class. Attach it to this log g

Think about what you read. Have something to say about it.



Reading Focus: Biogrd
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October at Home Reading Record
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Books I Read This Month
Please list title. author. and genre.




October — Monthly Reading Response

Reading Focus: Biography & Memoir
Read about a real person’s life. Try to choose someone whose story you do not already know well.
Writing Prompt

Choose a person you read about this month. What did you learn from their life? Describe an important challenge.

decision. or accomplishment and explain what it reveals about the person.

Reading Challenge
Choose a biography or memoir about someone you would not normally choose to read about.

A note about your reading:
You are encouraged to read books you love. including series books. You are also expected to explore. Try a different

genre, author. subject. or style from time to time. The goal is not to stop reading what you enjoy—it is to discover

what else you might enjoyv.
Complete your response on a separate sheet of paper or as directed in class. Attach it to this log when turning it in.

Think about what you read. Have something to say about it.



November at Home Reading Record

Reading Focus: Characters
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Books I Read This Month
Please list title. author. and genre.




November — Monthly Reading Response

Reading Focus: Characters

Pay attention to what characters want. what they fear, and the choices they make.

Writing Prompt
Choose a character from your reading. What makes this character interesting? Explain their personality. motivations,
and important choices. How did the author’s portray al of this character affect your understanding of the story”

Reading Challenge
Trv a book with a main character who is difterent from vou in an important way.

A note about your reading:
You are encouraged to read books you love, including series books. You are also expected to explore. Try a different
genre. author. subject, or style from time to time. The goal is not to stop reading what you enjoy—It s to discover
what else you might enjoy.

Complete your response on a separate sheet of paper or as directed in class. Attach it to this log when turning it in.

Think about what you read. Have something to say about it.



December at Home Reading Record

Reading Focus: Book Review
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Books [ Read This Month

Please list title. author. and genre.




December — Monthly Reading Response
Reading Focus: Book Review
Read something you might recommend-—or wam a friend away from'
W riting Prompt

Write a review of one book you read this month. Give a brief idea of what the book is about wit

ending. Then explain what you liked or disliked about it. Use specific examples to support your op!

hout giving away the
inion. Who would

yvou recommend this book to?

Reading Challenge

Choose at least one book that you might not have picked for yourself.

A note about your reading:

You are encouraged to read books you love, including series books. You a

r. subject, or style from time to time. The goal is not to stop €

re also expected t0 explore. Try a different

genre. autho ading what you enjoy—it is t0 discover
what else you might enjoy-
Complete your response on a separate sheet of paper or as directed in class. Attach it to this 108 when turning it in.

Think about what you read. Have something to say about it.



January at Home Reading Record

Reading Focus: Themes & Big ldeas
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Books I Read This Month
Please list title. author. and genre.




January — Monthly Reading Response
Reading Focus: Themes & Big [deas
Look beyond what happens in a story. Ask what the author might want readers to think about.

Writing Prompt
Choose a book that gave you something to think about. What big idea. message. or theme does the book explore’

Explain your thinking and support it with examples from the story.

)

Reading Challenge

As you read. write down one question or idea that you keep thinking about.

A note about your reading:
You are encouraged to read books you love. including series books. You are also expected to explore. Try a different
genre. author. subject, or style from time to time. The goal is not to stop reading what you enjoy—it is to discover

what else you might enjoy.
Complete your response on a separate sheet of paper or as directed in class. Attach it to this log when turning it in.

Think about what you read. Have something to say about it.



Reading Focus:

Compare & Connect

February at Home Reading Record
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Books I Read This Month

Please list title. author. and genre.




February — Monthly Reading Response

Reading Focus: Compare & Connect
Read more than one book and look for meaningful connections

Writing Prompt

Choose two books you read this month. Compare them in a meaningful way. You might compare their characters,

settings. conflicts, themes. or the ways their authors tell their stories. What did you notice by putting the two books
side by side?
Reading Challenge

Choose two books that are noticeably different from each other

A note about your reading:
You are encouraged to read books you love, including series books. You are also expected to explore. Try a different
genre. author. subject, or style from time to time. The goal is not to stop reading what you enjoy—it is to discover

what else you might enjoy.

Complete your response on a separate sheet of paper or as directed in class. Attach it to this log when turning it in.

Think about what you read. Have something to say about it.






